
 

 

This worksheet was created for the Climate Toolkit Symposium session “Becoming your community’s 

climate resource.” It includes a selection of questions from a longer worksheet, which is a companion to 

Framing Planetary Health: Communicating to Cultivate a Culture of Hope and Action. It also includes 

activities and prompts curated by ASTC’s Community Science team to support organizations’ civic 

engagement efforts. 

 

Context: How might planetary, government, economic, and cultural contexts 

inform your approach? ​
 

Planetary Context: the physical and natural systems that determine the health of the planet​
 

1)​ How is your local environment changing? Consider species and ecosystem health, weather 

patterns, and pollution.​​
​
 

2)​ How have these changes affected the local community? Who has been affected more (or less) 

than others? 

​
 

Government and Economic Context: government actions and economic conditions​
 

3)​ What planetary health challenges and solutions are salient for local decision-makers? What 

actions have they taken recently? What actions have they not taken recently? What priorities 

have they expressed?​
​
 

4)​ How are policy decisions (at any level) already impacting your community, or how might they 

impact your community? 

 

 

Cultural Context: what people think, say, and do; beliefs, attitudes, social norms, and trends in public 

discourse and media​
 

5)​ Explore your community’s beliefs, policy support, and actions using the Yale Climate Opinion 

Maps (if in the United States) or the Potential Energy Global Data Explorer (which covers 23 

countries). How would you summarize local views on climate change and solutions? 

 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1__VEMbsBxJTkutLsaGjIC7N_S9TH3-8c/edit
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/1MydwLXUO42IBSVo2Pb1tJMY_aLjEuyTa
https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/visualizations-data/ycom-us/
https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/visualizations-data/ycom-us/
https://potentialenergycoalition.org/global-data-tool/


 

 

a)​ Based on the data tools above (or other sources), to what extent does your local 

community understand the causes of climate change, the importance of taking action, 

and the kinds of things that will make a difference? ​
​
 

b)​ Does this data suggest a need for messages that convey these foundational insights, or 

does it suggest that your audience is largely “on board” with this information, providing 

an opportunity to prioritize messages that invite participation in solutions?​
​
 

Roles: What is your organization well suited to do? 

 

What are my community’s priorities? What can my organization offer? 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

Indicate which role(s) you think your organization should play: 

Fostering Civic Action 

Generating Data for Civic Progress 

Contributing to Coalitions 

 
 

 



 

 

Building Momentum and Refining Strategies 

 

Vision for your organization 
Describe what it might look like for your organization to participate in civic engagement. Consider: 

(a)​ The issues and goals at stake - what future do you hope to see?​
​
 

(b)​ The different players involved​
​
 

(c)​ Resources available – both tangible and intangible 

 

 

Next Steps 
 

What are 1-3 specific next steps you would like to undertake to expand or deepen your organization’s 

work as a community climate resource? 

(a)​ What do you hope to achieve with these next steps? How do they position you/your 

organization for continued progress?​
​
 

(b)​ Who do you need or want to involve in your next steps?​
​
 

(c)​ When might you undertake these next steps?​
​
 

(d)​ What resources or support will help you be more successful? 

 
 

 


